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buying ready-to-wear 
for children 
Ready-to-wear for children is divided into five 
classifications: infants and babies, toddlers, children, 
bo)·s, and girls. The age range in many of these clas­
sifications overlaps. Some toddlers' sizes arc smaller 
than the largest babies' sizes; and the biggest toddlers' 
sizes arc larger than the smallest children's sizes. The 
standard sizes recognized by most garment manufac­
turers arc based on many body measurements which 
aid the manufacturer in producing properly propor• 
tioncd garments. These arc determined by averaging 
height and weight within a given age range. 
BUY BY SIZE- NOT BY AGE 
To w1dcrstand the present arrangement of size 
grouping, tl1c important thing to remember is that 
the child's age has very little bearing on the size th:u 
will fit-height and weight arc the best guide. 
The following chart gives standard measurements 
that go with the five cla1Sifications according to size, 
height and weight, as set forth by the Commercial 
Standards recognized by the garment industry. 
Height Weight'"" 
Infants 3months 24" Bibs. 
& Babies 6months 26½" 18lbs. 
12months 2211".,r· 
18months 31½" 2611,,. 
24months 34" 2911,,. 
36months 36½" 32lbs. 
Toddlers• size! 31" 25lbs. 
sizc2 34" 29lbs. 
.;u3 37' 34 lbs . 
sizc4 40" 38 1bs. 
Children• size2 34" 29lbs. 
size3t 37" 34lbs. 
size4 40" 38lbs. 
size5 4Y' 44lbs. 
size6 46" 49lbs. 
sizc6X 4~' 54 lbs. 
Girls size7 50" 60lbs. 
sizes sr· 67lbs. 
sizc9 54" 75lbs. 
sizclO 831bs.S,:' 
sizcl2 58½" 951bs. 
sizel4 61" 107lbs. 
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•Note that the body mcasurancots for 1oddkn' sizes 2, J and 
4arethe.sameastho,efocchildren'ssiz.es2,Jand4.
tSometima thac garments are marked size JL to indici:atc 
:additional length and to distinguish 1hcm from 1oddleu' 
siu:3. 
Even after you have taken your child's correct 
height and weight and have consulted the standard 
measurement chart, a garment bearing the size indi­
cated on the table may not always fit. There are a 
number of reasons for this. Not all manufacturers 
make clothing to conform to the sizing standards 
(watch for the ones which do); the child's body pro-­
portions may vary from the standard set forth on the 
chart; or the style of the garment may be a factor. 
Some children wear one size in one style and a dif. 
fercnt siz.e in another. Judge the right siz.e for your 
child by fit and comfort. lf you cannot fit the child 
in the store take the garment out on approval and if 
it is not satisfactory return it. 
Some homemakers lik e to shop for children's cloth­
ing by mail ord er. Studying the e:italogue descrip­
tion and checking the size charts against the body 
measurements of your ch ild at home, is often easier 
than to take the child to the store for fitting. 
CHECK THESE POINTS FOR GOOD FIT 
Herc are some points 10 consider when you are 
checking your children·s clothing for good fit. 
ls the collar low enough in the front to be com­
fortable and snug enough in the back 50 that it 
doesn't ride up or slip down? Gapping or binding 
wil l both cause irritation. 
Che.Jr.the 1ho11/der1. 111cy should be wide enough 
and roomy enough so that when the child moves his 
arms they will not bind at the back and chest. If they 
are too wide they will not stay in place and be oom­
fonable. 
Check the sleeves. Roomy sleeves are generally 
more comfortable. Look for cuffs which arc slightly 
loosc. 
Cluck the waistline. Allow a little room for 
growth and longer wear. Elastic pan of the way will 
be a good feat ure for growth adjustment. Watch, 
however that the ebstic is not too tight. 
Check the length. Skirts and blouses should be 
long enough to tuck in at the waist and stay there. 
Check the trouse r crotch scam to sec that it is long 
enough not to bind. A crotch seam which is too long 
wi ll be uncomfortable too. Overlong legs in slacks 
and trousers may cause tripping. Generous hems will 
permit lengthening. 
Check for roominess. If th e garment is to be worn 
over other garments fit it over such garments 50 that 
enough allowance is made for this bulk. lliis would 
be especia ll y important in buying such garments as 
snow suits for win ter wear. 
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